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MEC-16

The Mec—-ia wa=z incroduced in 1950, 3
product of Feinwerktechnik, in Germany .

It ign't haerd to fall in leve with cer- Its s pocketable but wide subminiature,
tain subminiature cameras,. While users weighing in at 8~1,2 ax.. ralled & "ham
areg morg concerned with wutility, asking safdwich® and such by Minax ownere.

"I the lane sharp, is it pochatable, are  The most unlgue Teature &t bhe time of
cassettes avallable?™ Collectors are set it=s Introduction was the ability mo use
ef¥ by unusdal shapes, limited produc- any doluble-perforated ltmm movie Fllm.

ion, or an Interesting provenance. Froducing. sharp 10 ® ldmm negescives.



A pull on the left side of the case ex-
roze® Lthe Galilean viewfindsr, and dlisen—
gages the shutter leck.

Reading left te right acrose the top of
the camera are: The aperture dial which
reads continuously from /2.8 to f/1&,
the lens focusing dial=-centlinuous frem
12" to infinity, and the shutter control
digl which iIe continuous frem 1/30th to
11000¢h sec. plus B, Shutter and aper—
ture are crose-linked. Either can be
retated to match the light meter resdle.
Later models had £/2.0 lenses .,

The portable copying stand hee Feur
adiustable legs which frame the subiect .
Distance measurements are controlled by
tho leg sections.

ine modified Gauss & slement Rodenstock
lens is excellent gt 511 acertures, The
Mec~16"5 TaREL lens and 1/1000tH =ec.
shutter speed opened new Feslmne to phofa=
praphers working in =ubminjature, ThHe
shutter speeds of earlier 17 . 5mm cameras
rarely exceedsed 1/100th mec,

A SPECIAL KIND OF METER

The photocell in the Hec=1s is position—
ed behind the diaphragm with & Soace Bro—
vided to swing it out of the way for asach
EXPOSUTE. AS yYou Teduce the soerture,
the cell's angle of view is pleo réeducad,
becoming a8 spot meter: although the many=
facturer never promated it as such.

In our test, a blade of grass held in
an cpen palm will deflect the mater as
Lhe cameéra passes aver 5

You wouldn't hegitete to de ZTone RRoto-
graphy or highly technical wWark, begause
results from the camera zre so repastable
iN very natrow light Jlevele fraom 32000
down to 32 footcandies. The indicated
Tilm speede are fram aAsa 10 to ASA 100.
You zan override the meter Tor fagter or
slower filme at amv time.

A single-throw lever located at veur
right thumb raises the pressure plate and
advances the Tilm,

saveral Teatures Indicate that the Mac—
16 waz intended for serious picture tak-
sng. It hes & buflt-in interchangeable
Tilter, & European flash terminal svnched
Tor bulb or strobe, a triped meunt, and
cabile release threading in the shutter
BUt T,

The film sdvance mechanism puts a stingy
imm =spate between each frame; 20 frames
ser foot of film. This ie 3 more sxpo=-
DUTes Rer Foot than other lemm camerar.
SamMEslans o Heap It mind IT voau're heads
=2 Lo IThe BoonRis® on B Dudast .

IN THE DaREROOM
The camera is drop=in loaded with the
zame round barrel
casseites used in the Whittaker Micrve=16.
(But not the Minicord.) Experience sug-
gests buying & Micro-16 to get the case=-
ettes, thev're becoming scarce.

The Mec—-1&6 microscope adapter has & hor-
izontal viewing tube betwsen the camersa
and the microscope eyepiece givimg & SLR
wiew of your eubject. It works as well
with binocularz and telescopes!

A HELPFLUL TIP
One of the first things we all ds when
We take ownership of a new camera, ji= to
look through the viewflinder, advance the
filpwinder and squesze off an imaginary
shot. The Mec's frame counter clicks down
from Trame 25 to frame 0O with an unmar ked
area on Lhe dizc between 0 and the next
24, IT you tTy Tto cvecle the filmwinder
while the counter iz in the unmarked
area, the camera will loeck down tight.
More than one owner hae bought a wvery
lol priced Mec-1é advertised "Shutter NG®
only o digcover that the shutter werked
perfectly when the frame counter was
resat to 29,

I THE FIELD
The Mac=16 isn't stealthy. It tells
Fou With Teutonic theroughnes=s +hat EvEry
mechanism is working Jjust fine. Frem the
opaning click of the viewfirnder, te the
Pressure plate lifting, to the kerchunk
of the meter and shutter moving, there's
no doubt other cameras are quieter.

In low light don't brace the camera,
»race yourself.

In all fairnesz its as quiet {or
a5 &8 Minolte=1&4, Thi= is part of
=l6 panache, you see; the a—whoe] drive
of subminiatures. You hever haar about a
Mec—1& breaking dewn under pressure.

naigy ]
the Hag

There are limited gold, silwver. and
black models for collectors. The more
common ehrome-and=black lezcher samerag
avs currently selling at s90-—2200,
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FREE CLASSIFIED

FOR SALE Master bacteriostatic water fil-
ter unit LN complete $18.50. Columbus

Camera Group, 55 E. Blake, Columbus, OH
43202 (674) 2aT=-0606

'dead drop’ =ealed T



Sub-Minl Forilolio Mo, 1 covers ane of the many specific Subjec] aress thal Comes
under the general heading of Amerscan Portlodios. For informalson o porliolosin
vour area of inferest, wrile 1o the Hannahs, whose address is.on page 33,

Oppasie “Delermdnotion” Dan Walson;

baiow: “Columbla, Rorida-bound,” Dave FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:
Howard, Taoken with a Tessing,; todtom Elwood and Keredish Hannah

“Clous of 52" Ceorge K. Brasich, Taken Co-direciors, Amearicen Forifalios

with o Cancn 140, 20300 MW, Mann Ave,

Fartiand, OR 87231




Sub-Mini Portiolio No, 1 covers one of the many specific subjec! areas that comes
under ihe general heading of American Porifolios. For information on pardolios in
vour grea of inferest, wrile 1o the Honnahs, whose address is on page 33,

Jpposie: “Dedeminciion.” Don Woison;
Selow: “Columbla, Rorido-bound,” Dave
Howard. Taken with @ Tessing.: baram
“ioes of E2Y Bocrge K Bresbah, Taken
with a Canon 1410,

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:
Ehwaod and Meradith Hannah
Co-deecion, Amarican Portiolios

20300 MW, Mann Ave <
Porlang, OR 972321
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kocate some of the older sub-mini
classlcs such as the Gami 16, Meo 186,
Minicord and Edixa, and to gel into this
thing with & modesl investmen).

These oigder camergs are now
orphans when || comes 1o film aveil-
ability, Bul many of the better ones
lealwred user-reloadable cassslies.
You can reload them with the 18mm
movie film of your chodce (check
whelhar single or doubtde per fim is
required), or even st Z5mm film (you
were looking for a challenge, righl7),
Mirvox film iz readily availabla, and you
can  Ipad Tessna cassettes  wilh
siandard 35mm fim vie & lifle sef-
loeder.

Mow—you've rescusd a Minicord [l
from ablivion on a dusly hock shop shelf
{you really wanted Awni Tillie's rara
poldpiated Mirox, bul she willed it 1o har
toy poodie), gured a wey to stull soms
doublg-per 18mm film Inte ihe
cassettes, iriumphed agsinst all ihe
darkroom odds. Balore you hes a pile of

ponits that has you DeamIng witn pooe
and satisfaction, Or, on ihe ofher hand,
parhaps you have badore you a heap of
dog-eared, ourly, Tuzzy,  scraiched,
spacklad, steinsd and 1otally gray Bg10s
that has you wondering how you ever
gol 1aked Into thizs mess in the firs
place. Whal now? Thought you'd never
ask!

Ir efther caze, the anewe is tha samae:
Joln PSA's Sub-Mini Poafolio Mo, 1.
(after all, that's the main reason | wrote
thiz articlel}

Mo mather what your degres of skill or
accomplishment, this ponfalio s for vou,
Aalher then a competilive, Bloodihirsty,
galon-type poriolio, 1his one is sirictly
cesuEl in nebere, with the emghazle on
just having fun and enjoying youwssadl. H
wou're @ masatro of minis, wa'll &l “ooh”
and "'aah”™ proparhy and ask yow how you
did it i you're new to the trials and
ribulgthone of jeliy-bean negs, we'l
show you the ropes. As each new sirsuil
arfives, you'll be amazed af your sieady
progress. Dur membess are always

BAgEl 10 Share 1New  KNoweoge,
techniques and exparments

Subject matier Is complelely open,
Candids are the fore of the sub-mini
camera, but amylhing is fair game:
architecture, porraits, stlll lite, high
contras!, nelre—you name i,

Ome  oiher aspect of sub-mind
lechnique to consider s great
discipline for your larger format
endeavors, When you can produce a
sharp, clean, richly taned Sx10 from-an
Ex11mm Minox neg, ihink what you'll ba
able o dowith a big neg! Youll be ahle 1o
axbract the maximum polential fram the
lgtge nig, rather than using all thai
expanse of emulsion as a crulch for
sloppy workmanship,

The portfolio lee & as mini as our
camaras and negs, so whal's hoiding
you Back? Sat yoursell down and write
fer. maore info end an applicaton. We
hope to meat you soond o

DAVE HOWARD has been 8 FS4
mambey Since 1570

SURIECT/FIELD SIZE AND DEFTH OF FIELD TABLES
FOR THE MIMOX
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FREE CLASSIFIED

DO YOU HAVE PROBLEM FILME C-22, CH=L, E4, FOR SALE & Users Guide to Photographic
foreign manufacturers, East Eutropean Film® Tech details an aver &0 different
Erand=s? Let specialists process It Tor film types. List $18.¥5, Sale 580 .49 &5,
vou . FPlease Sontact HMehri. P.0O. Box 95, & Photoprapher's Place (212} 431=9358,
D-28422 Riedenburg, WesC Germany
BELLOWS: MAKER Universal Bellows Co. Inc.,
FOES Lawson BElwd. ., Dosansidgem, MY 11572

FOR SALE "Ultraminiasture Photooraphy® By (18} Pee—-&202.

Cooper . $35. Stephen Shuart, 102 Pine av.
kane, PA. 1736 1 -—B00—& SE=-5092 .
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Pantax winder mint 529 CT
Minmow L¥ =22 B
Minox EC 199 B
Pentex 110 Super 135 CG
Minolta—-lel 17 C6
Yashlca atoron w/flsh &50.CG
Dremo extinotn meter 72 B
Rollei-16 w/flash Be T
Magic Photoret &5 T
110 processing reels & BH
Te=z=ina black 325 RS
Elly w/casa 99 RS
Tezsinz chrome 449 C

BH BiH FPhoto 1 BOO 22i-0662
B Bklyn Camera (Tig8) Qai-4204
' Bergen (201 ) 664=-4113
L& Columbus Cam L&14 )} 267-0686
£ Cameta's {51&6) &6%1-11%0
CT Cam’' Tradetre [FL1E Y A3e=E&5ET
T Eddie Tillis {516 599-601l3
RS FRon Speicher (51&) B&68-6411



