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Zupparting 190, 17.%mm, 1éem, 9.5wm. Jem, Som: 1om, Microdot, and Electromdic Still Phatography.

Mona Lisa, it sin't, bur
snaps fanan with Da Winae
SBCHIVIG camans print ouf
hose engraalc smins
B a fow saconds.

Pocket Polaroid

The Da Vinci is a "Digital Printing Cam=
era" produced by King Jis the Japanese of-
fice egquipment manufacturer. Da Vinci
wasn't intended for expart, but some mod-
els have begun reaching our shores in the
hands of avid collectors.

The fixed focus 11.Z2mm/T2.8 lens has a
field of view roughly eguivalent ta a 70mm
Lens on a 35mm caméra.

It uses through the Lens metering to ad-
just exposures from EV & to 18. Push one
of several buttons to change image size,
create special effects such as posteriza-—
tian, or make u= to X0 orinte wvhich eoll
out of a slot on the Left side.

The camera 15 battery operated and has an
optional macro accessory kit. Image guali-
ty compares to the Minox format with IS0
400 film. The approximate cost is %350 in
U.5. Dollars.

Update

FACTORY SUPPORT AND TYPE GROUPS

Canon 110 = 110ED Two year photography
Masters Club available to Caron camera
owners only. Offers. instructional articles
and photo assignments in an exclusive
quarterly journal "Canon in Focus'". Has
s1x levels -of skill certification. CANON
USA INC., One Canon Plaza, Lake Success,
WY 11042,

SECOND CHADT, MNEW SUPPLIER
The Chadt subminiature watch/cam is also
available in a jet black polvcarbonate
case, Both use the 2.5mm Minox cassette.
For additicnal information and processing
contact: Spectra Photo, Inc., P.0. Box

321, La Jolla, CA, 92038. (419) 551-1120
1-800-879-8118.
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I should have known I wasn't going to the
camera show with a clear head.

I'd spent the previous evening cleaning
my power wallet. (The one with the guick
draw holster.) And I put in a Little more
cash than I really wanted to spend, hoping
that 1'd save enough to buy a burger after
the show.

On the way I gave myzelf the usual ser-
mon. "I already have a Pentax 110 and a
Minolta MG-5. I really don't need another
subminiature. I'm just going to Look."

It's an important ritual. Once the ser-
mon 15 over you see, I feel free to buy
everything in sight including the sign
cver the door, as long as there's a sub=
miniature on it.

aure enowugh, I Left the sign on the door,
out I walked in, took about ten steps, and
bought the first interesting looking sub-
miniature I saw. It was a 17.5mm Sanwa
Mycro. Vintage 1938. And of all things the
vender included a "HIT" camera im the deal
because he had "no use for it."

(713) 443-3409



If you've read this newsletter long
encugh you know that most people have no
use for the "HIT" cameras either. From ex—
periernce I too considered them the biggest
scam in phatography. I'LL get to that
Later.

Because I also bought a gross of 110 film
(see Sub' Times #41), 1 rode home hungry,
with the two cameras and two rolls of film
in my shirt pocket. I was determined ta
get at least ane picture for my $51. And
maybe learn more about subminiature in the
Dracess.

WHY 17.5%

I've read that 17.5mm was once the size
of Eurgpean motion picture film. Paper-
backed roll film on & spool 1% now an odd-
ity in subminiature circles. The film iz
incredibly hard to Tind, &nd what's Left
doesn't have a good reputation for guali-
ty. My general impression was that yvou'd
have to really be in love with a particu-
Lar camera to shoot 17.5mm on anything
approaching a regular basis.

UlLtimately it would involve respooling
the film on your own, and processing it
yourself. Because you wouldn't send your
onky spoal to a photaofinisher.

At home I unwrapped the tinfoil covering
en & roll of 'Panchro’ film and prepared
to shoot my first 17.5mm negatives,

I GO MYCRO

Although they look identical from a dis-
tance, the Mycro and the "HIT" are tuno
different animals. The Mycro has a two=-
glement fixed focus "Una' 20mm/f4.5 lens
With continuous settings from f4.5 to
f11. The shutter has continuous settings
from 1/25 to 1/100 plus B. There i= na
double exposure prevention er provision
for flash.

The shutter is set and released by two
seperate leversz. The wiewTinder frames the
image area with a slight degree of magni-
fication,

On the back of the camers i3 a slide
Whith cevars 3 Little red windaw. This 95
used to view frame rumbers on the paper

roll as you advance the film. It's Like
operating a 2% roll film ¢amera - the size
of a guarter,

A careful run-through told me that the
diaphragm was working, and the film wind
krob turned solidly with no backlash, The
shutter had a probles. It would go off
cansistently only at the 1/50, 1/100, and
B settings. 1/25 was inoperative.

For the next hour or so while I dabbed
rubber cement to reattach the peeling faux
teather cavering I repeated to myself “why
did I buy this..?™

The 'Panchro’ film was wound =a tightly
on the spool it was probably pre-war
(Peloponnysian} stock. I made only six
exposures on the ten exposure roll, and
impatiently tock the camera indeors to
urload.

O0P35!

It didn"t occur te me until 1 got into
the darkroom that I don't own a 17.5mm de=
veloping tank or reel! This turned out not
to be a probles because our Tankee REM=18
tank has a generous 18=m track when set
for 16mm film. The 17.5mm film fit nicely
with a Little sticking. The backing was a
problem. I couldn't pult it away from the
film completely, so I processed the film
with pieces of the backing still clinging
to it. I got a mottled pattern. Mo images.

5till curious, I took the backing paper
off the second roll and spooled it with
some 'workhorse' 1émm Recordak mierofilm.
(see Sub' Times #36), I made ten expo—
SUres.

ALL aperture/shutter combinations of 1/50
and 1/100 produced acceptable negatives.
The fixed focus lens was in sharp focus at
F gingle paint abaut 30 feet away. I work-
ed on this for a while and solved it by
adjusting the pressure plate so that it
made contact evenly all across the Live
area. I have since learned that this g a
typical problem.



Workimg without double exposure preven—
tion meant unlearning old habits. I ruined
several frames putting the camera into my
pocket and taking it out again. You hawve
to compose then set the shutter, rather
than =set it after =ach exposure. A small
but important point.

Another slight problem
viewfinder is above the lens. The distance
between the two is Lless than half anm nch.
It's just encugh to throw you off if: you
normally use a single lens reflex, or a
bar type subminiature with the wiewfinder
to the side of the taking Lens.

RESPOOLING

Paperbacked 18mm film fits easily on a
17.5mm spoal. I releoaded several ralls
with 16mm rather than try te Locate some
unperforated 35mm film to cut in half. Be-
sides wishing that my fingers were small-
er, the only problem I encountered was gmm
of edge fog on one side. (A good reason
nat to Lload the camera in daylight.} The
fogging was too slight to affect the Live
area with an 150 25 film. With a faster
emulsion it might be a oroblem.

The Mycro used so Little film (a 43"
gtrip gives 10 exposurest, I began to
shoot a roll a week.

was parallax. The
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Camerasd Sanwa Mycro

Film: Kcdak V276 E.I. 400

Expozure: 5.8 @ 17100

Cevelaper: Rodinal 1:100
30 mins, @ T3°F.

& nice feature of the sguare 14 = 1&mm
rmegakive is that you don't have to rotate
the camera to fit a particular print for-
nat. With movie film however, you have
crily the 10 & 14mm space between the per-
forations.

After enjoying the camera continuously
for two months I felt that daily use might
rot be a good thing for the Littie Tifty
four year old shutter. Preparing to shelve
it, I cycled the camera through all the
shutter zpeeds one Last time. To my sur-
prise the 1/25 sec. speed was now working
pertectly.

satisfied that I had a real camera I made
a few adjustments to the spocls and the
viewfinder, and sought out more 17.3mm
Tilm for other roll film fans out there

{see pg. 6). Then I turned my attention to
the "HIT"

(Continued next month,)



LETTERS
bear AL,

In your answer to Joseph Rider, (5T #52)
are you really saving that IS0 100 and
faster films are NG for subminis?

Ted G'Farell
Kiamesha Lake, NY

bear Ted,

Joe's print was a lot better than it
looked in the newsletter after I'd repro-
Jueed and enlarged it. I was trying ta
point him toward what I cansider the best
in subminiature = grainless & = 10" prints
showing blask, white, a zillion shades of
gray, plus silver. The point of transition
Lto mel) from a snapshat to fine art. Sorry
1f I wasn't clear.

You can break at least two of the basic
guidelines: film, format, wvisual mpact,
arnd £till come up with a satisfactory
subminiature print.

The photo abiewe 5% a "grab shol®s Little
Al wanted a picture aof the turtle. The
distance was about 25 yards. If I'd had a-
nother second I would have loaded & micro-
film. But I got three guick exposures on
fert Ia0 400, as traffic began to mave.

I developed the film in HC-T10, dil. F,.
13 mins @ ¥3°F. On the negative the turtle
measures 2.5 x 4mm, which is smaller than
an Bm=m movie frame.

Nose to paper, the & x 5" above is grain-
less. A 12 = 17 print gave AL the turtle
picture he wanted, but I wasn't happy With
the tonality. Call it nitpicking, I went
back the next day with microfilm, and they
had taken down the display.

I was swddenly glad that 1'd had any cam=
#ra at all, and in an emergency the output
]

Kaystone Tele-averfiash 110
pocket pock camerg # 7218480

fram even a ring camera would have been
sufficient.

The photo on page 5 illustrates another
orobles, The Light was fading, but I want-
ed to shoot at 15.6. Trading grain for
maximum image sharprness. AL

Beginning subminiaturists can get this
FpRIroRimaie Tmage guality with Kodaocolaor
Gold 400, and the Keystone Tele-Everflash
110. Bath are currently ON SALE at Eckerd.
Add about 10X to your film developing time
if ¥ou print on the gld Panalure paper.

CASSETTE HUNTER

Brent Esse now has IS0 400 Kodak 72764
double perforated 1éma » 400" (that's SE00
pictures) for $20,and two lengths of RAR
2479 double perf' (See "Sub Times" #40. It
develops in 90 seconds in B=7&): 400" far
520, and 123" for 55.

Hie one=gross cartons of assarted 110
cobor print film are now %21, which in=
cludes shipping.

MEW ADDRE3%: Brent Esse, 4410 Famning
Houston, TX 77004%. (713) 528-6295.
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From Johnson & $mith Catalog 1929. Sent by Steve Kessler, Burbank. CA.

LETTERS

bear AL ;

I enjoyed reading the sample fssue re-
ceived. However, I missed a2 question and
answer section. I have many guestions and
problems I would Like to submit if such a
section existed,

I shoot Pentax 110, and Minolta 16. I bulk
toagd Tilm Tor tne Llatter. i

Sincerely,

Galen E., Rike
Ann Arbor, MI 48103

bear Galen,

Re: @ B A, it's a great idea, but I'm
still Learning along with everyone else
despite almost forty years involvement.
"Letters" opens the newsletter to anyone
with an opinion, rather than assume that I
have "the answers'.

If you have some guestions, flre aways
We'll all whittle away at your List. What
film/developer combination do you prefer

for that Minolta?
Al

Dear AL,

Your nessletter is great! I'm looking for
a recent vintage Minox LX. Is there avail-
able a recent years Listing of serial num-
oers? In the book "Spy Camera the Minox
story" by Morris Moses Lists only up to
1978 (1st year of LX). Alternatively is
there arother uay to determine year of
manufacture?”

Thomas W. Moorman

157 Hayden Rowe

Hopkinton, MA 01743
Bear Tom,

Thanks for the good review. Re the LX:
I"LL print your lLetter. Hopefully we can
get cne of the busy Minox folks to shed
some Light on those serial numbers.

AL
FREE CLASSIFIED

FOR SALE Echo=B Lighterfcam wlialitter,

& cassettes, & box. Call: Brooklyn Camera
Exchange, 349 E. 26th St. Bklyn, NY 11210,
(71B) 442-2892.



Portion aof 12 x 17" Minolta-16& MG enlargement
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Bergen County Camera, 270 Westwood Ave., Westwood, NJ 07475 (2071)4664-4113

Brooklyn Camera Exch., 549 E 26th St., Bklyn, NY 11210 (718)462-2892

Cambridge Camera, 7th Ave & 13th 5T. NYC, NY 10011 (212)475-8600

Columbus Camera, 55 E. Blake, Colusbus, Ohio 43202 (&14)2467-0686

Foto Cekl, 49 W 23rd St. NYC, NY 10010 (212)9246-7474

Hayden Photographics, 85 Queen 5t. East, Toronto, Ont. CANADA MSC 151 (416) B62-8585
Midwest Photo Exch., 3313 N. High 5T., Columbus, OH 43202 (614)261-1264

Wall 5t. Camera, 82 Wall S5t., WYC, NY 10005 {212)344-0011

Woodmere Camera, 337 Merrick Rd., Lynbrook, NY 11563 (514)599-4013
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THE 1992 GUIDE TO POPULAR SUBMINIATURE CAMERAS........%310

THE SUBMINIATURE TIMES M1 to N5, and #33 te current....B2 ea.

CASSETTES: Gami-16 315, Yashica-Y16 510, 17.5mm roll...%5 ea.
Waiting List Mamiya, Rollei, Edixa, Steky...No charge

Please tnclude 10% 5 & H bomestic, 208 International.

Al Doyle, P.0. Box 60311, Houston, TX 77205. (713) 443-3409.



